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Editor-in-Chief

Lorain Ambrocio, 747-7477

Citizens United for Ted Cruz
By Maria Esquinca
The Prospector
Ted Cruz
just
announced his
bid to run
for president
and he wants
you to know
he’s here to
save America.
(Americans
being white,
straight, conservative, upper-to-middle
class.)
In his patriotic and nostalgia-inflicting ad he seems to lament the loss of
traditional America, his voice is heard
over a series of disconnected shots,
whose common theme is not their
content, but their essence: AMERICA,
home of the courageous Christians, a
country that needs to be reclaimed.
Not to worry, Cruz is here to save
us all. His voice is heard over a green
meadow, the tops of skyscrapers, a
church, a kid swinging a baseball bat,
the Golden Gate Bridge, a classroom of
kids reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
Like God, he is everywhere, the allseeing, all-knowing Republican. “It’s
going to take a new generation of courageous conservatives to help make
America brave again, and I’m ready to
stand with you to lead the fight,” he said.
But the ad would be more accurate if
Cruz said, “It’s going to take a new generation of courageous billionaires….
and I’m ready to stand with you.” Since,
let’s be real, they’re the ones deciding
elections.
Thanks to the de-regulation of campaign finance after a 2010 Supreme
Court decision in Citizens United V.
Federal Elections Commission, the
floodgates of campaign spending
opened, allowing corporations to spend
unlimited amounts of contributions in
political campaigns. By pouring billions of dollars into ads, you can win
elections. Surprise! The most obvious
examples of this has been seen at the
state level.
In 2010, after Citizens United, Art
Pope, CEO of Board of Variety Wholesalers, Inc. and Koch brother replica,
spent $2.2 million on state legislative
races in North Carolina supporting republican candidates. For the first time
in more than a century Republicans
took control of both chamber. 2010
was also a census year, allowing them
to also control re-districting, essentially
re-drawing district lines to favor a specific party.
According to Public Citizen, that
same year, out of 53 competitive House
races backed by big money that exceeded Democratic contributions, Republics won 51 of them. Broadcasters

weren’t left behind, they pocketed $3
billion in political ad revenues.
This is mostly done through Super
PAC’s (political action committees).
They are allowed to raise unlimited
amounts of money for individuals,
corporations and unions, but cannot
coordinate individually with parties or
individuals.
Usually they pour money into negative ads toward political opponents. As
media scholars Robert McChesney and
John Nichols elaborate, “this warps the
process in a perverse way, creating a
circumstance where a candidate who is
not particularly appealing to voters but
who is particularly appealing to a small
group of 1 percenters can, with the help
of well-funded friends, frame a campaign in his favor.” As was the case in
North Carolina.
Taking this into account, all Ted Cruz
needs is the help of a few friends. I’m
talking about the Art Pope’s, Karl Rove’s
and the Koch Brothers, the “courageous” white men who use their money
to decide elections.
Senator Bernie Sanders, D-Virginia,
who introduced an amendment to
overturn Citizens United, said, “unless
the campaign financing system is reformed, the U.S. Congress will become
paid employees of the people who
pay for their campaigns—the billionaire class.” The amendment didn’t get
passed.
But Cruz, naturally, had a lot to say
about that.
According to Cruz, “This amendment here today, if adopted, would repeal the free speech protections of the
First Amendment. . . This amendment,
if adopted, would give Congress absolute authority to regulate the political
speech of every single American, with
no limitations whatsoever.”
He also said it would ban the New
York Times from criticizing members
of Congress, and make Saturday Night
Live’s political commentary illegal.
“Lorne Michaels [SNL’s creator] could
be put in jail under this amendment
for making fun of any politician,” Cruz
said. “That is extraordinary. It is breathtaking and it is dangerous.”
It’s not hard to see why Cruz is concerned with the “political speech” of
Americans, especially when his presidential bid depends on it. His version
of Americans being Stand for Principle
PAC and Draft Ted Cruz for President
PAC supporting his presidential bid.
This election will be an interesting
one indeed, whether it’s Ted Cruz or
Hillary Clinton, they’ll both be counting on big bucks to get them the title of
president.
Maria Esquinca may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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30th annual Literature Lecture
The 30th Annual Literature Lecture will begin at 7 p.m. on March 26 at the Undergraduate Learning Center in room 106. Professor and Senior Research Fellow at the University of Derby in the United Kingdom, Dr. Neil Campbell will be conducting the lecture and a reception and
book signing of Campbell’s books will take place after the lecture.

Taste of the Middle East
The Arab Students Association of UTEP will host Taste of the Middle East from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. March 28 at Miner Village. There will be
a $10 donation fee. The event will have Middle Eastern food, live Arabic music and traditional Middle Eastern dancing. RSVP at
Arab.sa@utep.edu by March 25th. Space is limited.

Union South steps closed
Construction crews will temporarily close the south steps to the Union building from March 23 to April 5. This closure is to complete the
sidewalks and arroyos along University Avenue. This is all a part of the Centennial Plaza project, which is projected to be completed by
mid-April.

FREE TURKISH CLASSES

Free Turkish classes will take place from 3 p.m.- 4:15 p.m. from March 26 to April 30 every Thursday in the Union East Building River View
Room 102 H. To register, email TurkishStudentAssoc@utep.edu or call (915) 600-0502.
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Traffic and detours continue as city moves forward with projects
By Alonso Moreno
The Prospector
Long lines of traffic with frustrated
drivers will continue to be a common
sight as El Paso continues to move forward with ongoing construction projects and prepare for new ones.
The city of El Paso is bracing for
more traffic tie ups, as a new fouryear $158-million renovation project
is set to begin in April. The project
will take place on Interstate 10 from
Resler Drive to Executive Center
Boulevard to build new ramps and an
access road.
“It’s pretty ridiculous at this point,
you have projects going all over the
place and we just can’t seem to catch
a break,” said Isaac Villa, junior psychology major. “I think we can all
understand why these projects are
important, but it’s the mess they cause
which makes it so hard to cope with
them and it’s just going to get worse.”
Although the western El Paso construction may be a traffic nightmare for
many El Paso commuters, for others it
will just be another hurdle to overcome.
Many have already been dealing with
other construction projects.
“They don’t surprise me anymore,
hearing that a new one is on the way
is common now,” said Juan Carlos
Raygoza, senior multimedia journalism major. “San Jacinto Plaza, Kansas
(street) or UTEP, it doesn’t matter. You
just have to learn to adapt and hope
that you can find a way around them.”
Part of what makes some of these
construction projects such a challenge for commuters is that they seem
to overlap with others that have already been going on for a while now.
In the case of San Jacinto Plaza, the
project recently was delayed and did
not meet its February 2015 deadline.
Instead, the plaza now is expected to
reopen in May.
The delay of the plaza also coincides
with the closure of Kansas Street in
Downtown El Paso, which is part of
a bridge rehabilitation project seeking to give maintenance to bridges
that were built in 1946, and have since
outlived their expected lifespan.
Kansas Street has been closed to
all traffic between Main Street and
Franklin Avenue since Feb. 3 and will
continue to be closed until May.
“A lot of these projects have strict
dates and have actually been properly
scheduled,” said Geoffrey Espineli, a
civil engineering associate in El Paso’s
Engineering Program Management.
When asked about why some of the
construction projects were so close to
each other in dates, Espineli explained
that a lot of it had to do with funding.
Some of them were being funded by
the Federal Highway Administration
through the Texas Department of
Transportation, as is the case with the
bridge rehabilitation project.
There is also the issue of the possibility of losing the funding or facing
penalties for not meeting deadlines,
so projects often must take off regardless if there are already ongoing projects affecting the city and commuters.
“These projects are properly scheduled, there are always unforeseen circumstances on every project, but we
are always trying to make up for lost
time,” Espineli said. “In some cases,
crews will even work around a project
24 hours a day in order to ensure that
it meets the deadline.”
Alonso Moreno can be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

adam ziEgenhals / The Prospector
San Jacinto Plaza in Downtown El Paso is under construction, along with other areas on the westside.
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“Tinder” now charges for dating app

ruby cerino/ The Prospector
A student uses the app “Tinder” in between classes.
Since it was first launched in 2012,
By Valerie Herrera

The Prospector
The popular dating app “Tinder”
launched its premium plus version
earlier this month, which charges users who are over the age of 30 more
than double for the same service.

the app has had more than 50 million

age of 30 and $19.99 a month for users who are over 30 years old.

downloads free of charge, but this is

In a recent press release, “Tinder”

the first time “Tinder” is asking its us-

said the charges were based off a com-

ers to start paying for a product.

bination of factors they found within

The subscription service charges
$9.99 per month for users under the

certain age demographics during the
testing trial.

During the test trial, researchers
found that younger users are just as
excited about “Tinder Plus,” but are
more budget-constrained and would
pay less for the app.
More than half of “Tinder’s” membership is in the highly desired 18 to
24 age demographic and the app’s developers said they want to maintain
their status of attracting a younger
age group.
Typically companies are eager to
expand their demographic, but “Tinder” is taking the opposite approach
as they seek to preserve and protect
its youthful demographic with a surcharge on its premium service for
those aged 30 and over.
Atzimba Casa, junior cellular and
molecular biochemistry major, said
she has never used an online dating
website before, but assumes the reason for the change is to dissuade trolls
and attract serious customers.
“They can do whatever they want if
it falls within their policy guidelines,”
Casas said. “ I think it’s fair because
they are adding regulations to notso-serious users, so if people are interested and serious about finding
someone, they will pay for it.”
“Tinder” allows users to swipe
to the right on their smartphone if
they’re interested in a person and
to the left if they are not. Many us-

ers swipe so fast that it’s common to
occasionally remove a person they
would have otherwise been interested
in meeting.
The new features of the premium
service allow users to undo swipes,
change locations and have unlimited
likes on their profile. There is also a
passport feature, which allows users
to widen their search criteria overseas.
While those are all features users
have been asking for, the price change
was unexpected.
Leslie Ross, senior organizational
and corporate communication major,
said having to pay more for a dating
service makes her not want to try it.
“Given that it’s an app, I think they
are trying to attract a younger crowd,”
Ross said. “Younger people are usually more tech savvy than older ones, so
the price increase is maybe their way
of keeping old people out.”
Based on “Tinder” app terms of
agreement policies, the app will begin
placing limits on users who have not
subscribed to the newer version.
Valerie Herrera may be
theprospectordaily.ent@gmail.com.

reached

at

Martinis and manicures to benefit women’s homeless shelter
By Julia Hettiger
The Prospector
Ardovino’s Desert Crossing will be
hosting a Martinis, Manicures and
Music fundraiser, from 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. on April 2. Ardovino’s Desert Crossing is located at 1 Ardovinos
Dr. in Sunland Park, N.M. There is a
$40 admission fee and 25 percent of
the proceeds will be donated to Villa
Maria, a homeless shelter for women
without children.
“We’re hoping for a good turnout
and to get as much exposure as possible,” said Marina Ardovino, co-owner
of Ardovino’s. “We expect around 40
women to attend, which will allow us
to raise between $350 and $400.”
The event will include a mini-manicure, a choice martini and music.
The manicures will be provided to
patrons by the team at Westend Hair
Company and Day Spa.
“The event is planned to be a fun
night out for the women who attend
and to help the women at Villa Maria,” Ardovino said.
Villa Maria’s purpose is to provide
homeless women a temporary place
to live so they can achieve wholeness again. Their mission is to help
guide women back to healthy living
through guidelines, such as abstaining from alcohol and drugs, being
courteous to other members of the
shelter and teaching them to save up
money for permanent housing and
furnishing purposes.
“There’s always going to be people
who are less fortunate, and we’ve been
proactive with nonprofits to utilize what
we can to give back,” Ardovino said.
Villa Maria also provides its residents with counseling, job training
and financial benefits to help them
get back on track. The foundation
collaborates with multiple agencies

to help provide its members with accurate, helpful and effective services.
The intake process begins with receiving referrals from agencies or
social workers. Once the referral has
been processed, the women attend an
interview with case managers to discuss the roots of their homelessness
and what they can and need to do to
reinvent their lives.

“Volunteering is important because
it can enrich the community, inspire
others to volunteer, and create a
snowball effect on people who previously didn’t see the need to help others,” said Damien Smith, freshman
psychology major.
Rick Garcia, junior anthropology
major, said volunteering and giving

There’s always going to
be people who are less
fortunate, and we’ve
been proactive with
nonprofits to utilize
what we can to give
back.

back to the community can help students get a sense of what the world is
really like.
“I’m not struggling, but the struggle is all around us,” Garcia said. “I
see people who don’t have both their
parents and need shelters and help.
With volunteering you’re giving them
something they long for.”

- Marina Ardovino
Co-owner of Ardovino’s
Desert Crossing
“For the past three or four years we
have been partnering up with Villa
Maria for an annual dinner auction,”
Ardovino said. “I think just getting
the name out there is a big part of it
and getting people to notice organizations like this one and to donate their
time and money is critical.”
Staff members and volunteers,
some of which are UTEP students,
run Villa Maria.

Villa Maria is located at 920 S. Oregon St. For more information, call
544-5500.
To make a reservation for the Manicures, Martinis and Music fundraiser,
call 575-589-0653 or email customerservice@ardovinos.com.
Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

photo courtesy of Ardovinos desert crossing facebook
Martinis, Manicures and Music Fundraiser will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. April 2 at
Ardovinos Desert Crossing, located at 1 Ardovinos Dr. in Sunland Park, N.M
.
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Tennis continues to win, beats Seattle University

file photo
The UTEP women’s tennis team will finish the season on the road with their final regular season match taking place in Las Cruces, N.M.

by Javier Cortez
The Prospector
This past Monday, March 23 the
UTEP women’s tennis team closed
out their home season is style, defending the Seattle University, defeating the Seattle University Redhawks
4-3 at the El Paso Tennis Club.
The Miners have notched their best
start in more than 13 years. The 10-3,
8-1 at home, start is the best for the
program since 2002.

The Miners began their final home
stand last Thursday, March 19, against
Western New Mexico, defeating the
Mustangs 6-1. That following Sunday,
on March 22, the Miners defeated
UT-Pan American 5-2, and wrapped
it up by securing one of their toughest home wins of the season against
Seattle University.
“It was definitely a tough one today.
Hats off to them, (Seattle University)
they competed their butts off,” said
head coach Cristina Moros. “We had
a hard time putting them away, we

were definitely up in that number one
singles and let things slip away.”
The match Moros was referring
to was senior Davina Meza’s singles
match. Meza held a one-set lead and
was up in the second set. Meza had
a chance to force the second set to a
tiebreaker, but was broken at 5-6. In
the third set, Meza immediately went
down a break and trailed the whole
set before losing the match 5-7, 7-5,
6-4.
Down for more than half of the
match, Seattle University’s Michelle

Lui started to dictate the play late in
the second set. In combination with a
strong left-handed serve and topspin
forehand, Lui never seemed to falter
once the match went on.
“Lefties are tough to play,” Moros
said. “You don’t see them very often.
I think if you are left handed you have
an advantage before the match even
starts. She (Lui) did a good job of using her lefty-ness with her serve and
used her angles really well.”
With the Miners leading 3-1 and
only needing one more win to secure
victory, the final three singles matches (one of them being Meza’s match)
all went to a third set.
Freshman Lois Wagenvoort, from
the Netherlands, secured the Miners 10th victory of the season. After
dropping the first set, Wagenvoort
ended up dominating the match, only
losing three games in the final two
sets.
“I was up in the first set and gave it
away a little bit, but I fought back hard
in the second and third set,” Wagenvoort said. “She played well and I had
to fight really hard.”
The Miners have now won nine of
their last 11 matches and four straight
overall. With the season winding
down and shifting to the road, confidence seems to be at an all-time high.
“The hard work is paying off,” said
sophomore Duda Santos. “Our team
is very united and strong and that
has been showing in our matches.
We’re just ready to play and win more
matches.”
With the home season concluded,
the Miners will now finish their season on the road before the Conference USA Championships, which will
take place in mid-April and will take
place in Houston.
The Miners will play three times in
three days in Hattiesburg, Mississippi
against Louisiana-Monroe, William
Carey and Southern Miss from March
27-29.
Louisiana Monroe is a member of
the Sun Belt Conference and is 7-4 for
the year. The Warhawks, who are on
a three-match winning streak, have

played at a neutral site three times
this season and came out on top in all
three of them.
The William Carey Lady Crusaders
are 6-6 and have lost two straight.
Southern Miss is 7-7 and 0-2 in
Conference USA play. Still, the Golden Eagles, like the Miners, have been
tough at home, winning five of the
seven games they have hosted. Southern Miss beat William Carey 7-0 in
late January and is looking for their
first victory after four-straight losses.

knew that whichever team avoided
the big mistakes was going to come
away with the victory.
“Getting two runs ahead in that
sixth inning—that was a big thing.
But, with a team like this that hits the
way they do you just have to be prepared no matter what. You can never
just think you have it in the bag, cause
they’re gonna keep coming at you,”
Echo-Hawk said.
Sophomore pitcher Kaitlin Fifield battled the Aggies number one
starter, junior Karysta Donisthorpe,
who came into the game with a 2.68
earned run average. For a while it
looked like she was going to come
out on top. Despite giving up a first
inning three run home run, Fifield
pitched four more innings without
giving up an earned run.
UTEP was able to chase the Aggies’
number one starter in the fourth inning after two home runs and a run
scoring double by freshman Hope
Moreno.
Echo-Hawk was pleased with Fifield’s performance but felt that a
tight strike zone by home plate um-

pire Geri Magwire affected her young

We need time to
really get our games
in and see what we
can do. Hopefully
we can finish the
season strong.
- Cristina Moros,
UTEP women’s tennis
head coach
The Miners’ final regular season
match will be against rival New Mexico State in Las Cruces. Last season
the Aggies defeated the Miners in El
Paso 4-3. Although the Miners are off
to their best start in more than a decade, coach Moros knows there is still
work to do.
“Our next four matches are going
to be tough,” Moros said. “We’re trying to build up to this point. I’m glad
we played the longer format today
because we needed time on the court.
We need time to really get our games
in and see what we can do. Hopefully
we can finish the season strong.”
Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Softball stumbles at NMSU, heads to road
BY Jason Green
The Prospector

michaela roman / The Prospector
The UTEP softball team will play the NMSU Aggies again on April 28 in El Paso.

The New Mexico State Aggies used
an eight run sixth inning to defeat the
visiting Miners by a final score of 126. In a place where victories historically have been hard to come by, the
Miners let a great oportunity to notch
a valuable win slip away.
After the one-game break from
conference, UTEP resumes its Conference USA schedule with a visit
from Southern Miss. The Miners will
host the Golden Eagles for a threegame series at the Helen of Troy Softball Complex. The teams will play two
games on Saturday, March 28 and one
on Sunday, March 29.
A mistake by the Aggies—a failure
to cover second on a potential double
play in the top of the sixth—lead to
a much needed insurance run for the
Miners. However, several mistakes in
the bottom of the sixth by the Miners would allow the Aggies to put up
eight runs and win the game.
Heading into the battle of I-10,
UTEP head coach Tobin Echo-Hawk

pitcher.
“I think that she got a little frustrated. She let the umpire’s zone get to
her a little bit. When you’re doing that
you start to stiffen a little bit and you
don’t really stay on your game plan,”
Echo-Hawk said. “She just needs to
do a better job of staying on her game
plan regardless of what the umpire’s
strike zone is like.”
The partisan NMSU crowd came to
life only after Fifield gave up a walk
to load the bases with two outs in the
bottom of the sixth.
An error at shortstop by junior
Kawehiokalani Netane, which was
ruled a hit by the NMSU scorer, allowed two runs to score and bring
the score to 6-6. Fifield continued to
struggle with finding the strike zone

see softball on page 12

